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regardless of political complexion. Yorwarts leads with the 
big headline, "A Peace Ambassador." The leisurely German 
editors won't comment at length until tomorrow afternoon's 
papers. 

But one interesting German reaction already is observable. 
Germany's reactionaries have seized on Mr. Houghton's 
speech with the intent to misuse it for their own selfish inner 
political purposes as a weapon against the Wirth Govern- 
ment. Reactionary and nationalistic organs are the only 
ones to comment even briefly thereon, but there is method 
in their comment. 

The ultra-reactionary Deutsche Zeitung, under the head- 
lines clear across the front page, "Earnest Admonition to 
Wirth," and the subhead, "America Expects Firmness," 
says: 

"It is to be hoped that the man who is to resume normal 
diplomatic relations between Germany and the United States 
will follow his words with corresponding deeds. Out of his 
speech there clearly proceeds what attitude official America 
expects of the German Government." 

The Deutsche Zeitung requotes Houghton's reported utter- 
ance, "Why should we assume of a great and proud nation 
that it should do what we under the same circumstances 
would not?" and then continues: 

"Let this, too, not be forgotten of the American Ambassa- 
dor, that he is the first in the official outland to recognize 
that injustice has been done us, since he says that Germans 
in America are 'embittered with a feeling of injustice.' That 
Houghton does not want to discuss the true causes of the 
war is understandable. And the American Government rep- 
resentative could hardly justify his, rather than the Ger- 
man Government's, destroying the lie about Germany's war 
guilt." 

The agrarian junker organ, the Deutsche Tageszeitung, 
headlines the speech, "America's Program for Germany," 
while the nationalistic Lokal-Anzeiger, under "Houghton's 
Peace Policy," says : 

"The new American Ambassador's utterances differ very 
agreeably from many products of oratorical talent of repre- 
sentatives of our former foes spitting hate and poison. Let 
us hope that with these views Mr. Houghton will make good 
within the scope of the White House policy." 



IRELAND— AND OTHER TROUBLES 

Thoughtful men the world over have been looking in these 
latter days at the British Empire and wondering whether 
its resources of patience and governmental skill will be suf- 
ficient to solve the innumerable problems that confront it; 
for not only is the Empire, by force of necessity, charged 
with leadership in Europe's dazed and uncertain steps to- 
ward economic rehabilitation and political security, but it 
is tried to the point almost of despair by crisis after crisis 
within the borders of its own commonwealth. It has been 
said appropriately that every morning brings a new shock 
to England. 

Ireland is the most prolific source. The newspapers pre- 
sent from day to day a picture of efforts of moderate leaders 
to encompass peace in the torn island, and always in the 
background of the picture hovers the specter of war, pillage, 
and arson. To those who, because of love of Ireland or love 
of humanity, rejoiced when the delegates of Dail Eireann 
and of the British Government evolved the Irish Free State 
Treaty, subsequent events have been indescribably dis- 
tressing. 

THE CONTEST IN SOUTH IRELAND 

The fight between Arthur Griffith and Michael Collins, 
leading the Irish element favorable to the treaty, and 
Eamonn de Valera and his band of irreconcilables, who in- 
sist upon a republic, has become so intense, as the people 



have been appealed to, that it has been impossible wholly 
to check the impulse to war. Old hates have been renewed 
and new ones formed. Blood has been shed cruelly in both 
the North and South of Ireland because of the inflamed pas- 
sions, and once or twice pitched battles near the border of 
Ulster, between extremists of both sides, have been barely 
averted, while the friends of the South of Ireland have trem- 
bled lest in that unhappy community those lately brothers 
in combat with Great Britain will turn their arms on each 
other. A large part of the old Republican army is in revolt 
against the authority of the Dail Eireann, which is con- 
trolled by treaty leaders. 

"Unless there is an immediate change of tone and tactics," 
said Mr. Collins on April 9, speaking of the general situa- 
tion, "it looks as if civil war can only be averted by a 
miracle." 

THE TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 

That speech was made 10 days after treaty leaders of 
the South, Ulster leaders of the North, and spokesmen for 
the Imperial Government had met in London and on the 
evening of March 30 announced the signing of a tripartite 
agreement to secure peace in Ireland. It was such an agree- 
ment as brought from Sir Hamar Greenwood, a little while 
ago loathed in Ireland, the exclamation, "Thank God for 
that !" The text of this agreement, framed with high hopes 
so soon to be endangered, follows : 

THE TERMS 

First. Peace is today declared. 

Second. From today the two governments undertake to 
co-operate in every way in their power with a view to the 
restoration of peaceful conditions in the unsettled areas. 

Third. The police in Belfast are to be organized in general 
in accordance with <the following conditions : 

1. Special police in mixed districts to be composed 
half of Catholics and half of Protestants. All spe- 
cials not required for these forces to be withdrawn 
to their homes and surrender their arms. 

2. An advisory committee composed of Catholics 
will assist in the selection of Catholic recruits for 
the special police. 

Police to Be Numbered 

3. All police on duty, except the usual secret service 
men, to be uniformed and officially numbered. 

4. All arms and ammunition issued to the police to 
be deposited in barracks in charge of a military or 
other competent officer when policemen are not on 
duty, and an official record must be kept of all arms 
issued and ammunition used. 

5. Any search for arms is to be carried out by a 
police force composed half of Catholics and half of 
Protestants, the military rendering any necessary 
assistance. 

Fourth. A court is to be constituted for the trial, without 
jury, of persons charged with serious crimes, the court to 
consist of the Lord Chief Justice and one of the lords jus- 
tices of appeal in Northern Ireland. Any person committed 
for trial for a serious crime is to be tried by that court (a) 
if he so requests, or (6) if the attorney-general for Northern 
Ireland so directs. Serious crimes are those punishable by 
death, penal servitude, or imprisonment exceeding six 
months. The Government of Northern Ireland will take 
steps to pass necessary legislation to give effect to this 
article. 

Special Body for Complaints 

Fifth. A committee is to be established in Belfast, with 
equal numbers of Catholics and Protestants, and with an 
independent chairman, preferably a Catholic or a Protestant 
alternately in successive weeks, to hear and investigate com- 
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plaints of intimidation, outrages, etc., such committee hav- 
ing direct access to the heads of the government. The local 
press is to be approached with a view to inserting only such 
reports of disturbances, etc., as shall have been considered 
and communicated by this committee. 

Sixth. Irish Republican army activities are to cease in 
the six counties, and thereupon a method of organizing spe- 
cial police in the six counties outside of Belfast shall pro- 
ceed as speedily as possible on lines similar to those agreed 
to in Belfast. 

Seventh. During the month immediately following the 
passing into law of a bill confirming the Constitution of the 
Free State, being the month within which the Northern 
Parliament is to exercise its option, and before any address 
in accordance with Article XII of the treaty is presented, 
there shall be a further meeting between the signatories of 
the agreement with a view to ascertaining (a) whether 
means can be devised to secure unity in Ireland, or ( o ) , fail- 
ing this, whether an agreement can be arrived at on the 
boundary question otherwise than by recourse in the bound- 
ary commission under the treaty. 

Britain to Aid Relief Work 

Eighth. The return to their homes of persons expelled is to 
be secured by the respective governments, and the service 
of the committee mentioned in article 5 is to be sought in 
cases of difficulty. 

Ninth. In view of the special conditions consequent on the 
political situation in Belfast and neighborhood, the British 
Government will submit to Parliament a vote, not exceed- 
ing £500,000 for the Ministry of Labor in Northern Ireland, 
to be expended exclusively in relief work, one-third for the 
benefit of Catholics and two-thirds for Protestants. The 
Northern signatories agree to use every effort to secure the 
restoration of the expelled workmen, and wherever this 
proves impracticable, owing to trade depression, they will 
be afforded employment on relief work. 

Tenth. The two governments can, in cases agreed upon 
between the signatories, arrange for the release of political 
prisoners in prison for offenses committed before the date 
hereof. No offenses committed after March 31 shall be open 
to consideration. 

Eleventh. The two governments unite in appealing to all 
concerned to refrain from inflammatory speeches and to 
exercise restraint in the Interests of peace. 

The agreement was signed on behalf of the Provisional 
Government by Michael Collins, Eamon J. Duggan, and 
Arthur Grifllth ; for the Northern Government by Sir James 
Craig, the Marquis of Londonderry and E. A. Archdale, and 
for the Imperial Government by Winston Spencer Churchill, 
Sir Laming Wortbington-Evans, and Sir Hamar Greenwood. 

KING'S ASSENT TO TREATY 

On the day following the signing of the agreement King 
George gave his assent to the act of Parliament ratifying 
the Irish Free State Treaty ; but that consummation, added 
to the agreement, did not assure peace, as Mr. Collins' re- 
mark quoted above shows, although a year ago the agree- 
ment and the consummated treaty would have seemed al- 
most millennial to those who watched the horrors then 
being perpetrated daily in Ireland. 

While Ireland's dangers were forcing the leaders of North 
and South to joint remedial action, the Empire was startled 
by the outbreak in South Africa, in the quelling of which 
rigorous methods of warfare were used, including bomb- 
ing aircraft Ostensibly the outbreak came from striking 
gold miners in the Rand, but Premier Smuts declared, ac- 
cording to a Reuter's cable, that the strike was used as a 
cloak by extremists bent on forwarding syndicalism. 

EGYPT AND INDIA 

Meantime liberal thought in England was in a state of 
anxiety over the Egyptian situation, and fearful that Lord 
Allenby's "olive branches of peace" would not calm condi- 



tions unless Zaghloul, a champion of the Egyptian masses, 
was released from prison. And trouble In India, so threat- 
ening to that many-millioned domain of the British in the 
last few months, had assumed a new and extraordinarily 
embarrassing aspect. 

The forced resignation of Mr. Montagu as Secretary of 
State for India and the seemingly probable resignation of 
Lord Reading as Viceroy of India (because of the publica- 
tion of demands of the Indian Government, with respect to 
Turkey's claims in the Near East, that were intended to 
appease the Mohammedan population of India) inevitably 
poured fuel on the flames of Indian rebelliousness. 



SEEKING DAYLIGHT IN THE NEAR EAST 

The concentration of interest upon the treaty fights in the 
Senate, on this side of the water, and on Lloyd-George's 
fight and the prospects for Genoa, on the other side of the 
water, apparently obscured the work that was carried on in 
Paris in the latter part of March by Premier Poincare, Lord 
Curzon, and Senator Schanzer, representing France, Great 
Britain, and Italy, in a new effort to compose the Near East. 

From time to time suggestive but inconclusive articles 
appeared in the newspapers while the conference was under 
way. The redoubtable Turk was to be treated with con- 
siderable consideration and the Armenians were to be made 
the special charges of the League of Nations, although their 
soil was to be under Turkish sovereignty. On the morning 
of March 27 the Associated Press sent out of Paris an article 
which concisely stated the results of the conference. 

The salient parts of this dispatch follow : 

THE PLAN 

The leading features of the preliminaries to peace pro- 
posed to Greece and the Turks by the foreign ministers are : 

Perpetual freedom of navigation of the Dardanelles and 
the Bosphorus. 

Turkish sovereignty over all of Asia Minor and all of the 
territory bounded by the Caucasus, Persia, Mesopotamia, 
and the Mediterranean and Mg&n seas. 

The Armenians to be under the protection of the League 
of Nations, but the territory inhabited by them to be under 
the sovereignty of Turkey, with an eventual national home 
to be found for them by the League. 

Adrianople to go to the Greeks, but a large percentage of 
Thrace to be returned to Turkey. 

The peninsula of Gallipoli to go to Greece. 

The foreign ministers in their memorandum inform the 
belligerents that the desire of the Allies is to restore peace 
and to re-establish the Turkish nation in the territories 
which were considered as belonging to it, with Constantino- 
ple, to assure the Mussulman population of an equitable 
regime, to give Greece compensation for sacrifices made in 
the war, to protect the racial minorities, and to prevent fur- 
ther wars between Turkey and the European powers. To 
this the ministers add: 

"The people or the government that would reject these 
propositions through prejudice assumes the responsibility 
for the continuation of the conflict." 

Dealing with Armenia, the document says: 

"The situation of the Armenians has received special con- 
sideration, as much on account of the obligation contracted 
by the Allied Powers during the war as on account of the 
cruel suffering endured by that people. Consequently the aid 
of the League of Nations is sought, in addition to the pro- 
visions made for the protection of minorities, with a view 
to satisfying the traditional aspirations of the Armenian 
people and the establishment of a national home for them." 

The document does not mention any particular territory 
where the national home may eventually be fixed, but it 



